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Abstract

This paper is a study on research groups (RG) that are focused in Youth and Adult Education (YAE). For the data collection,
the directory of the Research Groups was taken, by the use of descriptors related to YAE. The qualitative and quantitative
analysis of the 158 groups found relating directly to the subject allows to be inferred that educational policies for the YAE
have contributed to the interest in this area as a space for discussion of the right to education and social inclusion.
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Introduction

The production of scientific knowledge in Brazil has in-
creased significantly in recent decades. This increase has
been attributed to the growth of the Postgraduate Programs
(PP) and to the Research Groups (RG) (Robl; Meneghel,
2003).

This study sought to develop a study on research groups
about Youth and Adult Education, seeking to contribute to
the debate about the characteristics of the production of
knowledge about this field in the Brazilian scenario. Alt-
hough this topic appears repeatedly on the agenda of na-
tional debates on education in Brazil, there is still a relatively
small amount of research in the area that, as highlighted by
Miguel Arroyo (2003), has established itself very intensively
with its specificity, and with its own difficulties and shortcom-
ings that need to be overcome.

Results and Discussion

This research has a qualitative character, but it also makes
use of quantitative data in regard to the mapping of research
groups, such as the amount of existing research groups on
the subject, year of creation, geographic and institutional
distribution, and others. The basis for the data collection
were the groups and lines of research related to this issue
certificated in the Directory of Research Groups in Brazil's
National Scientific and Technological Development Council
(CNPq), through parameterized query in this directory using
YAE related descriptors.

Based on the descriptors used, the results show the record
of 1250 research groups. From the analysis of the groups,
it was selected 158 that are directly related to the theme,
being specific about the YAE or presenting any line of re-
search related to the topic. The used descriptors and rec-
ords were: "Youth and adult" (139 RG); "Young and Adult
People" (6 RG); "Adult Literacy" (2 RG); "Technical Educa-
tion" (2 RG); "Professional Education” (1 RG); "Education in
the Field" (2 RG); "Rural Education” (2 RG); "Social Inclu-
sion" (4 RG). Other descriptors were used, but the same
groups listed in the above descriptors were identified.
It was observed that the groups were predominantly created
in recent years in the period between 2001- 2011 (61.7 %)
and after 2012, there have already been created 39 RG

(24.7%). The groups are mostly registered in the educa-
tional area (93%), but they also appear in mathematics
(1.9%), chemistry (1.3%) and 0.6% in ecology, economics,
physics, linguistic, languages and sociology. They are
mainly allocated in the Northeast region (36.1%), followed
by the Southeast (31.6%), and South (13.9%) of Brazil.

Conclusions

In general, the YAE related research groups are concerned
in their studies with teaching practice and social issues. Re-
garding the educational practices, they focus on teaching
methodology, such as: learning materials, activities, curric-
ulum, pedagogical training of teachers who work or will work
with the YAE. l.e. related to teaching and learning.
With regard to social issues, the groups emphasize YAE as
a space of discussion about the right to education, social
inclusion and focused on the job training.

The data, finally, allows inferring that educational policies
especially directed to the YAE, in recent years, especially
after the 1988 Brazilian Federal Constitution, have
contributed to the creation and concern in this research
area, although this interest is still concentrated in certain
regions of the country and clustered in the educational
area.
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